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§5–504. 

 

 (a) Foster parents in this State have the following rights: 

 

  (1) the right, at the initial placement, at any time during the 

placement of a child in foster care, and as soon as practicable after new information 

becomes available, to receive full information from the caseworker, except for 

information about the family members that may be privileged or confidential, on the 

physical, social, emotional, educational, and mental history of a child which would 

possibly affect the care provided by a foster parent; 

 

  (2) with regard to the local department case planning, the right to: 

 

   (i) except for meetings covered by the attorney-client privilege 

or meetings in which confidential information about the natural parents is discussed, 

be notified of, and when applicable, be heard at scheduled meetings and staffings 

concerning a child in order to actively participate, without superseding the rights of 

the natural parents to participate and make appropriate decisions regarding the 

child, in the case planning, administrative case reviews, interdisciplinary staffings, 

and individual educational planning and mental health team meetings; 

 

   (ii) be informed of decisions made by the courts or a child 

welfare agency concerning a child; and 

 

   (iii) provide input concerning the plan of services for a child and 

to have that input given full consideration by the local department; and 

 

  (3) the right to be given reasonable written notice, waived only in 

cases of a court order or when a child is determined to be at imminent risk of harm, 

of plans to terminate the placement of a child with a foster parent. 

 

 (b) This section does not create, and may not be construed to create, a cause 

of action for foster parents. 
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